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George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. 
1927 - 2005 

By Peter Winants 


G eorge L. Ohrstrom, Jr., the 
heart and soul of the 
National Sporting Library 
for fifty years, died at age 78 on 
October 6, at home in The Plains, 
Virginia, after a long illness. 

George L. Ohrstrom, Sr., and 
Alexander Mackay-Smith founded 
the Library in 1954. However, Mr. 
Ohrstrom passed away a year later, 
and George, 28 at the time, assumed 
the role of his father. Through the 
years, Alex and George assembled 
valuable donations of books and 
sporting art, and George led the 
way in the late 1990s in creating our 
new library building. 

George Ohrstrom was a leader in 
many areas. In business, he was the 
long-time chairman of G. L. 
Ohrstrom & Co. in New York, a firm 
that owned many businesses 
including The Chronicle of the Horse 
magazine, in which George took 
special pride. 

In sporting matters, George was 
a lifelong foxhunter, an interest 
encouraged in youth by his father, 
who was the master of the Fairfield- 
Westchester Hunt in Connecticut. 
At Princeton, George rowed on the 
varsity crew, which placed third in 
the 1948 Olympic Trials, and in 1949 
he organized a crew representing 
Princeton's Cottage Club that 
competed in the Grand Challenge 
Cup at the Royal Henley Regatta in 
England. 

As a breeder and owner of 
racehorses, George had many stakes 
winners in this country and France. 
His Countess de Loire was a 
champion filly in France; his Moss 


> i Plains in conservation easements, 
J as well as his properties in Bath 
| County. 

§ It's impossible for me not to 
£ express personal feelings. I knew 
George at Princeton; lots of good 
times. Upon his encouragement, I 
joined the staff at The Chronicle of the 
Horse in 1972, in time becoming 
editor, then publisher. Upon 
retiring from the Chronicle , I became 
the director of the National 
Sporting Library for nine years. 
What with nearly thirty years of 
close contact with George, I feel that 
I have insight into what made him 
o an outstanding person. His loyalty, 
George L. Ohrstrom , Jr. sportsmanship, wisdom and 

leadership come to mind. Above all. 
Flower a graded stakes winner in though, one characteristic stands 

the United States; his Appolonax a out “ he never wanted credit for his 

fine racehorse over timber fences deeds. He did so much for so many 

who ran in the Maryland Hunt Cup “ colle g e education, for instance, for 

five times, nearly winning on sons and daughters of employees 

several occasions. In foxhunting, and friends. George worked quietly 

George was the president of the behind the scenes, never seeking an 

Orange County Hunt in northern iota of credit - If onl Y more of us 

Virginia and the founder of the Bath could be like George Ohrstrom. 

County Hounds near Hot Springs, 

Virginia. 

In philanthropy, George was 
extremely generous in a number of 
causes, including a library that is 
named in his honor at his alma 
mater, St. Paul's School, Concord, 

New Hampshire. George's most 
lasting gift, however, is in land 
preservation. He was one of the 
founders of the Piedmont 
Environmental Council, which has 
been extremely effective in the 
preservation of open spaces. 

George placed his home farm at The 











The Ladies Take A Turn 



Miss Marion Hollins, Mrs. Thomas Hastings and Miss Harriet 
Alexander, the three whips of "The Arrow" in 1910. 


T he National Sporting Library archive collection 
holds some treasures of information not available in 
books. One example is the Ladies' Four-in-Hand 
Driving Club scrapbook, donated to the NSL by 
Eleanor S. Lunde in 1974. Any information written 
about the history of American coaching should 
certainly include a chapter on these courageous four 
women. 

The Ladies' Four-in-Hand Driving Club was formed 
in New York City, in 1901, by several prominent society 
women who took an interest in driving. The club was a 
counterpart to the city's famed Coaching Club, many 
members of which were husbands, fathers, and 
brothers to the members of the Ladies' Club. 

The Ladies' Club took regular trips to the 
different boroughs as well as longer road trips 
to destinations in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Connecticut; for a short time they even 
ran a small shuttle service through 
Manhattan. Under the tutelage of 
renowned driving instructor Morris 
Howlett, most of the members became 
quite accomplished drivers. Each year, the 
Club held a parade and review through 
Central Park onto Fifth Avenue. 

The Club's founder and president was 
Helen Benedict Hastings, wife of the famous 
architect Thomas Hastings, designer of the New York 
Public Library, the front fagade of the U. S. Capitol 
Building, and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington Cemetery. Other notable members of the 
Ladies' Club included Mrs. Arthur Iselin (vice 
president), Louisa Gulliver Sheldon (secretary and 


treasurer), Marion Hollins, and Harriet Alexander. The 
Club flourished until automobile traffic on the city 
streets made coaching impossible. 

The Ladies' Four-in-Hand Driving Club scrapbook 
consists of eleven pages of newspaper and magazine 
clippings compiled by Club secretary and treasurer 
Louisa Gulliver Sheldon. The pages, which were 
removed from Sheldon's scrapbook by her daughter, 
chronicle driving excursions by the Club from 1904 to 
1910, including descriptions of the annual parades and 
reviews. Also included in the collection is a typed 
transcription of a riding trip taken by Sheldon's father, 
William C. Gulliver, shortly after his honeymoon in 
1879. 

These women embraced the sport and without 
shirking perilous conditions, and proved themselves 
quite capable on a drive of note from New York, across 
the ferry to New Jersey, arriving at their destination in 
Convent in good order. A news clipping headline says, 
"Women Tool Four-In-Hand Coach 83 Miles in Rain." 
The opening paragraph reads, "Even in the days when 
the public stage was the only means of traveling along 
the highways there was probably no spring coaching 
trip taken under more trying circumstances than that 
which six young society women accomplished 
yesterday in the teeth of a gale and a pelting downpour 
of rain... Although they had Maurice Howlett, a 
professional whip, along with them atop the coach 
Magnet, he merely acted in an advisory capacity and 
was not allowed to do any driving, even on stretches of 
the road where it took the utmost nerve and finesse to 
guide the lumbering vehicle without pitching into the 
drainage ditches alongside the highway." 

This is the stuff that spawns reading material in 
which fact is better than fiction. 
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Nancy H. Parsons Named 
President SC CEO of the National 
Sporting Library 



Nancy H. Parsons on Jolly. 


T he Board of Directors of the 
National Sporting Library has 
named Nancy H. Parsons as 
President and CEO of the Library, 
succeeding Rebecca M. Tomlinson, 
Acting Director. 

Parsons began her role as 
President and CEO on September 
12. She looks forward to increasing 
awareness and use of the Library 
both nationally and internationally. 

"I am excited about the potential 
for positive growth of the Library, 
and really making the Library 
national in its use and awareness, 
while also increasing the role of the 
Library as an integral part of the 
Middleburg community/' she said. 

Parsons moved to Middleburg 
from Keswick, Virginia, where she 
is a subscribing member of the 
Keswick Hunt. She brings to the 
NSL over 16 years of professional 
development and public relations 
experience, as well as a lifelong 
passion for horses, foxhunting and 
the outdoors, and a genuine love for 
art and literature. 

Parsons' professional back¬ 
ground includes leading the 


principal gifts effort for Monticello, 
leading the Arts and Historic 
Preservation campaigns at the 
University of Virginia and 
managing the major gift office at the 
Darden Graduate School of 
Business at the University. In 
addition, she organized and 
managed the regional capital 
campaigns in New York City and 
Chicago for the University of 
Virginia's $1.5 billion capital 
campaign. Prior to her many years 
of service to UVA, Parsons was 
Director of Development for the 
Virginia Horse Center in Lexington, 
Virginia. It was during this time 
that she first came to Middleburg 
and hunted with Orange County, 
Piedmont and Blue Ridge. 

"The Library is a very special 
institution with a unique mission," 
she said. "I am very grateful to the 
many individuals who have 
supported the National Sporting 
Library, not only with financial 
support, but also with hard work 
and heart and soul. It is an inspiring 
place to be." 


riq/J(tforbid that I should go to any heaven in which there are no horses 

-R. B. Cunningham (1852-1936), British politician, adventurer, and noted 

horseman to Theodore Roosevelt. (Source: White House Historical Society.) 
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Staff Changes at the National Sporting Library 



Lisa Campbell 


L isa Campbell has been named li¬ 
brarian at the National Sporting 
Library by Nancy H. Parsons, 
President and CEO. 

Campbell has worked at the NSL 
since 1999 as Publications Director. 
In that position, she served as editor 
for the quarterly newsletter, re¬ 
searched articles using the library's 
collection, managed the website, 
produced press releases and as¬ 
sisted the librarian. She has been 
acting librarian since November 
2004. She also worked as assistant 
librarian at the NSL in 1996-1997. 
She has been using the Library's 


| collection since 1993 when she be- 
J gan contributing articles to The 
| Chronicle of the Horse. In 2000, her 
s book Jumps Etc.: Jumps , Dressage 
£ Arenas and Stable Equipment You Can 
Build was published. 

Campbell has hunted with Bath 
County and competed in eventing 
and dressage. She was three years 
Secretary of the Board of 
Commonwealth Dressage and 
Combined Training Association and 
is a member of the Piedmont 
Environmental Council. 

Campbell lives in Leesburg with 
her two children, PFC David 
Campbell II, U.S. Marines Corps, 
and Dena Campbell, a junior at 
Loudoun County High School. 

Betsy Manierre has been hired as 
Art Curator by Parsons. She 
worked previously at the NSL, in 
1999-2001, in the same position. Her 
NSL exhibitions in the Forrest E. 
Mars Sr. Exhibit Hall include "Art 
Between Hard Covers," "Treasures 
at the National Sporting Library," 
the works of artist Eleanor Iselin 
Wade, selections from the American 
Academy of Equine Art, and "The 
Horse in Virginia" in cooperation 
with the Virginia Historical Society. 

Manierre has also illustrated 
three books. When the Zebras Come 
for Lunch (1989) by Barbara Van 
Curen, Foxhunting with Melvin Poe 
(2002) by Peter Winants, and 



Betsy Manierre with 
Munchkin and Maisie. 


Schooling and Riding the Sport Horse 
(2004) by Paul Cronin. 

Manierre hunts with Orange 
County Hunt and plays polo with 
Northern Virginia Polo. She is a 
member of the Piedmont 
Environmental Council, the Goose 
Creek Association and The Mosby 
Heritage Association. 

Manierre lives near Middleburg 
with her husband Redmond 
Manierre and son Stony Manierre, a 
student at Brewster Academy in 
Wolfeboro, N.H.. 


Ian Balding Lecture 

O n Friday, November 29, the NSL will host a lecture by Ian Balding, former race trainer for 
philanthropist and Thoroughbred owner and breeder, Paul Mellon. 

Balding wrote his memoirs. Making the Running: A Racing Life in 2004. He trained Mellon's immortal Mill 
Reef who raced exclusively in Britain and retired to stud there. In 1971, Mill Reef won the Epsom Derby, the 
Eclipse Stakes at Sandown, and the King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at Ascot, and wrapped up 
the season by winning the Prix de 1'Arc de Triomphe at Longchamp. 

The lecture will begin at 7:00. Reservations are encouraged by calling 540-687-6542, ext. 15. 
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Great Hound Match 100 Years Ago 



Harry Worcester Smith with the Loudoun Hunt by the Potomac River. 




Alexander Henry Higginson. 


T his November marks 100 years 
since A. Henry Higginson with 
his English Foxhounds and Harry 
Worcester Smith with his American 
hounds contested in the Great 
Hound Match in 1905. 

The National Sporting Library is 
fortunate to hold Higginson's 
detailed and complete scrapbook of 
this auspicious event, presented to 
the library by Francis P. Sears, Jr., on 
behalf of John B. Glass in 1996. Peter 
Winants, NSL Director Emeritus, 


wrote about the acquisition and 
meet in the Winter 1996 issue of the 
Newsletter. 

Back in the day of this meet, it 
was an event tracked daily in the 
Boston, New York, Washington and 
London newspapers. Higginson 
saved articles and correspondence 
regarding the planning, the 
selection of the judges, and the 
logistics of hiring accommodations 
for participants, spectators, hounds 
and horses. 

These letters, and those in the 
NSL's Harry Worcester Smith 
archives, reveal the true nature of 
these sportsmen - their (at times 
egregious) correspondence, strong 
dedication to sport, and meticulous 
record keeping. 

In 1905, after having taken up an 
argument in favor of English 
foxhounds with friend Harry 
Worcester Smith, Higginson and the 
Middlesex Hounds competed 
against Smith's Grafton Hounds in 
the Great Hound Match. The trial 
lasted two weeks, hunting in the 
Piedmont Valley of Virginia, 
ultimately ended in defeat for 
Higginson and his English hounds, 
but it served to establish the 
Piedmont as the hunting capital of 
the United States. 

Although defeated in the match, 
the Middlesex Hounds were still 
regarded as one of the best packs in 


the country, and as such received 
several invitations to visit other 
hunts for another 14 years. 
Higginson disbanded the kennels 
and sold off his hounds at the close 
of the First World War due to lack of 
funds and interest from a war- 
weary public, as well as family 
matters. While some hounds went 
to the Pau Hounds of France, the 
rest were sold to the Millbrook 
Hunt. Higginson shortly thereafter 
followed Millbrook and served as 
MFH for three seasons, hunting 
with many of his old hounds. 

Smith was awarded the silver 
trophy for winning the meet. 
Unfortunately, this large historic 
tray is now listed as missing, its 
whereabouts unknown. 

Before the meet. Smith became 
the master of the Piedmont Hunt, 
succeeding Col. R. Hunter Dulany, 
the first to be named MFH outside 
the Dulany family since its 
founding in 1840. Smith established 
the territory for the match which 
covered hundreds of acres between 
Middleburg and Leesburg to the 
northeast. 

Researchers are welcome to 
access the archives not only for 
information detailing the hound 
match, but also, the Smith and 
Higginson archive collections hold 
a wealth of early 20th-century U.S. 
sporting history. 
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Recent Donations 



Huts 13 

H* SHALL HOTBE TEX.MIWMBCE TO turner km svm fNX3i &hl !TY ASTKc ABaVS 
on "PA-p.K.TOLiCEH£WSECAU$g.'THEY HAT?-£K'TO WTE*. FETUS, 'WITH THE T>A€£, 


TO iNT&fL AHf. 5To*.E «jp rWMA««Jl3!L 
ItSMJ?. 


From Moseman's Illustrated Guide for Purchasers of Horse Furnishing Goods , donated by Jacqueline Ohrstrom. 


The NSL has recently received several significant donations: 


Nineteenth-Century Catalog - Jacqueline L. Ohrstrom, 
member of the NSL Board of Directors, acquired and 
donated to the Library Moseman's Illustrated Guide for 
Purchasers of Horse Furnishing Goods. This rare folio-size 
hardbound catalog is heavily-illustrated and details 
equipment and tack for coaching, riding, race training 
and horse care. It is an outstanding reference for 
researchers seeking to authenticate antique harness and 
saddlery. It also has a page of delightful and humorous 
drawings to illustrate the coaching rules of the 
American Tandem Club. 

Dick Francis Collection - John H. Daniels, Camden, 
S.C., a former NSL Board member, donated his entire 
42-volume collection of Dick Francis books, some of 

which are signed by the author. 

Kentucky Derby, Belmont and Travers Stakes Media 
Guides - Ed Hotaling, of Washington, D.C., has 

donated his collection of media guides covering major 
races. These guides provide a wealth of statistical, 
biographical and historical information highly sought 
by researchers. Hotaling is the author of They're Off: 
Horse Racing at Saratoga , The Great Black Jockeys , and 
Wink: The Incredible Life and Epic Journey of Jimmy 
Winkfield. Wink is reviewed by Peter Winants on page 8. 

Sporting Book Collection - Elsa and David Rosenthal, 
of Rectortown, Va., donated their collection of 152 


hardcover volumes and 31 soft-cover books, magazines 
and pamphlets. Many include foxhunting and 
Thoroughbred racing classics, as well as books on 
stables and architecture, many of which were new to 
the NSL. 

Breeding and Agriculture Books and Periodicals - 
The Thomas Balch Library, Leesburg, Va., donated 
copies of The Standard Horse and Stock Books by Magner, 
Principals of Horse Breeding by C. F. Langworthy, and 
other books and pamphlets as part of a deaccession of 
material at Balch. The NSL is fortunate to be among the 
first contacted by the staff at Balch. 

Polo Periodicals - Hal Chaffee, of Chicago, sent a copy 
of the 2005 Saratoga Polo annual magazine. This copy 
is the 27th annual edition since the revival of the club in 
1979. Chaffee has previously donated the prior 26 
editions which completes the run. 

Books and Scrapbook - Margaret D. Carter, of Tryon, 
N.C., donated ten horsemanship books and a 
scrapbook of postcards which illustrate various formal 
cavalry uniforms from around the world. 

Books and Photos - Grace Ritzenberg, of Berryville, 
Va., donated six steeplechase books and 26 
photographs of sporting events with her and her 
husband, Milton Ritzenberg, for the archive collection. 
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